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University of Glasgow in 1894. He was elected a Fellow of our 
Society in 1877, and of the Royal Society in 1895. He served 
on our Council almost continuously from 1891, but could never 
be persuaded to accept office, nor to serve on the Council of 
the Royal Society. He married in 1865 Ellen, daughter of 
Mr. John Greg, of Escowbeck, Lancaster, and leaves three sons 
and two daughters. h. h. t. 

William Grant MacGregor was born in 1838 in Strathspey, 
where a smalL branch of the clan had been long settled. In his 
sixteenth year he came to London, his parents apprenticing him 
to a commission merchant. He entered into business on his own 
account in 1877. In London he was attracted by Mr. Spurgeon’s 
preaching, and for many years took an active part in the Sunday- 
schools, Bible classes, &c., connected with Mr. Spurgeon’s Church, 
and was a trustee of the Stockwell Orphanage. 

His interest in astronomy was derived from his kinsman 
Grant, the historian of astronomy, whom he assisted to translate 
Arago’s Popular Astronomy. He was elected a Fellow of the 
Society on the 13th of May 1892. He was also a Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society, of the Royal Colonial Institute, and 
of several Scottish societies. He died on the 21st December 1903. 

Captain William Noble, the eldest son of William Noble, 
of Berwick-on-Tweed, was born in 1828. After being privately 
educated he entered the Army, from which he retired with 
the rank of captain. In 1851 he married Emily Charlotte, only 
child of Edward Irving, of H.M. 61st Regiment. After his 
retirement from the Army he settled at Forest Lodge, Maresfield, 
Sussex, giving a large part of his time to public duties. He was a 
justice of the peace for Sussex, Chairman of the Uckfield Bench, 
of the Uckfield Board of Guardians, and of the Rural District 
Council. He found in the execution of the duties attaching to 
these positions very congenial employment for which he was 
eminently fitted, possessing, as he did, a whole-hearted interest 
in the welfare of the district, a sturdy independence of character, 
and an active and business-like temperament. 

Captain Noble set up an observatory at Maresfield with a good 
4-|-inch equatorial and other instruments. He was a constant 
and regular observer, and frequently contributed short notes to 
the Monthly Notices on occupations, drawings of sun-spots, &c. 
For nearly forty years he contributed each fortnight to the 
English Mechanic an article, over the signature “ A Fellow of 
the Royal Astronomical Society,” in which he criticised with 
some freedom current astronomical events. It must be admitted 
that he was not entirely free from prejudice, but the transparent 
honesty of liis purpose gave value to these outspoken utterances. 
At the same time he took pains to answer the questions of inter* 
minable correspondents and inform them on astronomical and 
other subjects. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at Simon Fraser University on June 14, 2015 




1905MNRAS. .65R.342. 


343 


Feb. 1905. Eighty-fifth Annual General Meeting . 

He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society 
on the 8th of June 1855, and has been a most constant attendant 
at the meetings. He frequently spoke, often contributing a 
shrewd observation and an amusing anecdote to the discussion. 
He served on the Council from 1866 to 1879,* and with two short 
intervals from 1886 to 1904. 

Captain Noble assisted in the foundation of the British 
Astronomical Association, and was chosen as its first President, 
the assistance and impetus he had given to amateur astronomy 
clearly marking him out for this post. 

The humour and invariable cheerfulness of Captain Noble, 
combined with his deep interest in the welfare of the Royal 
Astronomical Society and of astronomy in general, made him 
very welcome and valuable both at the Council and the meetings 
of the Society. 

Captain Noble died on the 9th of July 1904 after an illness 
of several months’ duration. Mrs. Noble had died in 1899 after 
a married life of forty-eight years. One son survives him. 


Admiral Sir Erasmus Ommanney, K.C.B., was born on the 
22nd of May 1814. He entered the Navy at the age of twelve, 
and assisted at the landing of the British Army at Lisbon in 
1827, and served as a midshipman on board the Albion , the flag¬ 
ship of his uncle, Sir John Acworth Ommanney, in the battle 
of Navarino. In 1835 he served as lieutenant with Captain 
(afterwards Sir James) Ross in an expedition to relieve whaling 
vessels ice-bound in Baffin’s Bay. In 1840 he was appointed to 
the command of the steam sloop Vesuvius , and was actively 
employed in the Mediterranean for several years. In 1850 
Captain Ommanney served as second in command under Captain 
Austin in an expedition sent by the Admiralty to discover the 
fate of Sir John Franklin. He travelled in sledges over five 
hundred miles, being away from his ship for sixty days, and 
discovered that Franklin and his companions had spent their 
first winter on Beechey Island. Shortly after his return to 
England the Crimean war broke out, and he was given command 
of the White Sea Squadron, which bombarded Archangel and 
other ports. He was promoted to be rear-admiral in 1864, when 
his active service with the fleet ceased. In 1875 retired 
under the age limit. 

Admiral Ommanney’s most important scientific work was the 
geographical information he obtained in his Arctic explorations. 
He was one of the oldest members of the Royal Geographical 
Society. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1868. 
He served on the Council of the British Association, and was 
treasurer in 1884 on the occasion of the visit to Canada. In 1885 
an honorary LL.D. was conferred upon him by the University of 
Montreal. 

Sir Erasmus Ommanney was one of the oldest Fellows of the 
Royal Astronomical Society, having been elected on the 14th of 
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